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Beginning with the Sept. 23 assassination attempt against Antonio Rios, former head of the
Venezuelan Workers Confederation (Confederacion de Trabajadores de Venezuela, CTV) a
wave of politically-motivated attacks and rumored coup plots within the military have brought
about a rapid escalation of the political crisis in Venezuela. (For most recent previous coverage
see NotiSur 09/22/92.) The period has been marked by war of mutual accusations between the
government and the media. The attack against Rios and subsequent events evoked fears of the
potential "Colombianization" the political scene. A summary of recent developments follows: Sept.
23: A group calling itself the "Bolivarian Liberation Forces" (Fuerzas Bolivarianas de Liberacion,
FBL) claimed responsibility for the assassination attempt against Rios. A few weeks before the
shooting, Rios had left his position as CTV chief in the face repeated charges of corruption. In
telephone calls made to offices of daily newspapers, the FBL said group members have a list of 127
"corrupt" public figures they intended to execute. Sept. 24: President Carlos Andres Perez said
his government would not permit "a terrorist escalation." As he has done on several occasions,
Perez made reference to his term as interior minister in the early 1960's when he used violent
repression to crush a leftist rebel movement. Sept. 25: Jesuit priest Arturo Sosa, director of monthly
magazine Sic, accused the government of "conducting a dirty war" against those religious leaders
who have blamed the country's political leadership for the current crisis. Sosa cited numerous
priests and bishops who have received anonymous death threats in response to their views.
Interior Minister Luis Pinerua and Justice Minister Jose Mendoza referred to Sosa's accusations
as "reproachable and inadmissible." Sept. 27: In Caracas, unidentified assailants threw a grenade
at the house of former president Jaime Lusinchi. Media reports have linked Lusinchi to extensive
fraud and corruption during his administration. Lusinchi's wife, Blanca Ibanez, is currently living
in exile in Costa Rica in order to avoid prosecution on corruption charges. Sept. 29: In Caracas,
Jane Hope Phelps principal stockholder and member of the board of directors of Radio Caracas
Television (RCTV) and vice president of daily newspaper El Diario de Caracas was shot by three
armed assailants. US Ambassador Machael Skol told reporters that "any extra-constitutional
action" in Venezuela would be considered "unacceptable" to the US government. Sept. 30: Daily
newspaper 2001 published a front-page photograph of a house with the graffiti inscription "M.
Granier you're next - FBL." Marcel Granier is president of daily newspaper El Diario de Caracas
and director of RCTV. Oct. 1: According to official news agency Venpres, a small home-made
bomb exploded behind the regional Legislative Assembly building in Coro, capital of Falcon state,
320 km. northeast of Caracas. The device scattered leaflets signed by the Jose Leonardo Chirinos
rebel group, according to legislative secretary Ramon Petit. The Jose Leonardo Chirinos rebels
were active in the 1960s and 1970s in Falcon. Perez rejected recent accusations made by the InterAmerican Press Society (Sociedad Interamericana de Prensa, SIP) regarding government-imposed
restrictions of press freedom. [Following the attack against Rios, the government ordered several
radio commentary programs taken off the air. The move was a response airing on those programs
of calls by listeners who applauded the FBL's recent acts of "national dignification." Other concerns
raised by the SIP included the attack against Phelps, censorship of media outlets in wake of the
February coup attempt, and interrogations and trial proceedings against journalists by military
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tribunals.] Government spokesperson Angel Zambrano said the Perez administration would take
action against anyone who violates the law by using the media to "incite discontent." Zambrano
cited daily incidence of the media "subjectively attacking all government actions" as evidence of
continued freedom of the press. Oct. 2: According a report in daily newspaper El Universal, the
Defense Ministry officially reincorporated 139 army officers who participated in the failed Feb.
4 coup attempt. According to military officials, most of the approximately 1000 rebel troops who
participated in the insurgency were either misled, tricked, or were following orders from their
superiors. In statements to reporters, Defense Minister Gen. Ivan Jimenez rejected the possibility
of a Peruvian-style "auto-golpe" as a means for resolving the Venezuelan political crisis. Jimenez
said the "democratic convictions" of both President Perez and the armed forces preclude such
an option. Jimenez also denied reports that the military had been placed on a state of alert. In
Washington, Foreign Minister Fernando Ochoa Antich told reporters the Venezuelan political crisis
could erupt into mass violence if the political leadership continues to ignore the need to deepen
the democratic system and eliminate corruption. Oct. 4: Daily newspaper El Nacional published
an interview with "Commander Zacarias," self-proclaimed chief of the FBL rebel group, and two
of his deputies. The three claimed responsibility for the attack against Antonio Rios and for the
grenade attack on Lusinchi's private residence. They also gave a 30-day deadline for Lusinchi,
Ibanez, Lusinchi's former interior minister Jose Angel Ciliberto, and Cecilia Matos, a personal friend
of President Perez, to be brought to trial on corruption charges. In contrast, "Zacarias" criticized
the attack against Phelps and said RCTV has "done its job and is earning the respect of those of us
who believe in freedom of expression as the pillar of democracy." He added that the information
and opinions broadcast by RCTV have made the government "uncomfortable." "Zacarias" indicated
that FBL members are not associated with the Bolivarian Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento
Revolucionario Bolivariano, MRB), which led the Feb. 4 coup attempt. He did indicate, however,
that "we support a civil-military insurrection." The three said the FBL was created 10 years ago
and is comprised of "professionals, students, businesspeople, workers, feminists, members of the
military...we are everywhere although you don't see us." In statements to reporters, Perez reiterated
his denial that the government has curtailed press freedoms. Referring to the Zacarias interview
he added, "those who say there is no freedom of the press should read today's newspapers and see
how they incite hatred and give names of those who should be assassinated." Oct 6: In Caracas,
Jimenez told reporters he doubted that a "Commander Zacarias" actually exists. In a televised
interview, government spokesperson Angel Zambrano accused the SIP of being "an instrument
of entrenched groups who are trying to distort the reality of Venezuela" and of "interfering in
Venezuelan affairs." Oct. 7: El Diario de Caracas reported that the Military Intelligence Directorate
(DIM) arrested two army lieutenant colonels who had attempted to foment a military uprising in
Caracas, Valencia, Maracaibo and San Cristobal the previous week. In a front-page story, daily
newspaper El Mundo reported that the DIM and secret police (DISIP) had dismantled a subversive
organization calling itself the "Bolivarian Popular Insurgency" (Insurgencia Popular Bolivariana)
and that the DIM had arrested seven military officers "presumably implicated in a coup conspiracy."
In response, military spokesperson Gen. Nestor Lara denied the reported arrests, although he said
it was normal for the DIM to call on active duty military for questioning during the course of their
investigations. Oct. 9: The Defense Ministry issued a communique denying newspaper reports
that an Army colonel together with a group of soldiers had deserted from a military base in the
state of Guarico. The communique called on the media to avoid spreading false or unsubstantiated
information. Army commander Gen. Pedro Rangel told reporters the military was prepared to resort
to "coercive actions" in order to maintain democracy. "We are fundamentally soldiers in service to
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peace, but if it is necessary to go beyond precautionary measures such as dialogue and dissuasion
to maintain peace and the system of liberties, we will do our job and perform the role society, the
country and the world expects [of us] in times of extreme difficulty," he said. Oct. 12: According
to reports by international news agencies which cited government sources, two Guajira indians
steered their truck toward the presidential motorcade and surrounding crowd following Perez's
inauguration of a hospital in Paraguaipoa, Zulia state. The two were shot dead by security agents.
Government spokesperson Angel Zambrano said that at least 11 people, including four children,
one official and three soldiers, were injured in the attack. It was unclear whether the two men in the
truck were killed before or after crashing into the crowd. In contrast to initial local and international
news reports, Zambrano said the incident was not actually an attack against Perez, who was not
injured in the incident. Radio reports quoted Zulia Governor Oswaldo Alavarez Paz as saying shots
were fired at the vehicle in which Perez was travelling, an assertion denied by Interior Minister
Pinerua and Zambrano. Daily newspapers El Nacional and El Universal reported that the DIM had
successfully disarticulated an Oct. 4 plot to overthrow the government. The report said former rebel
leaders from the 1960s including well-known former rebels Douglas Bravo and Francisco Prada and
the lieutenant colonels who headed the February military uprising were both linked to the plot.
The report cited army commander Gen. Pedro Rangel who had admitted, two days previous, that
the DIM had arrested a number of suspects. According to the newspaper reports, those arrested
by the DIM included People's Electoral Movement (Movimiento Electoral del Pueblo, MEP) leader
Eustoquio Contreras, teacher Mauricio Escobar, and three Army lieutenant colonels: Miguel Madriz,
Trompiz Lachman and Salvador Escobar, brother of Mauricio. One of the newspaper reports named
Air Force commander Gen. Eutimio Fuget as chief of the movement and RCTV director Marcel
Granier among the conspirators. Oct. 13: In a press conference, Jimenez acknowledged the existence
of dissident forces, including officers, within the military and indicated that the situation was under
investigation by the DIM. In a televised speech, Perez dismissed the Oct. 12 shooting incident as
an "accident" involving "two drunks," and denied it was part of a deliberate attack against him.
He again denounced the media for spreading false information in connection with the incident.
Military spokesperson Gen. Nestor Lara denied that Madriz, Lachman and Escobar had been
arrested, but said military investigators were checking into their activities. Guajira indian leader
Noeli Pocaterra accused government security forces of using excessive force against the two men
killed Oct. 12 and said they had "committed an act of indiscriminate violence against the Guajira
people" on the day of the 500th anniversary of Columbus' arrival in the Americas. Oct. 14: Former
rebel leaders Douglas Bravo and Francisco Prada proposed creation of a "Patriotic Junta" comprised
of civic, military and religious leaders, as a means to resolve the country's political crisis. Under
their proposal, the junta would oversee the transfer of power to a new government. Bravo and Prada
denounced government repression against their political movement, "Tercer Camino." Jimenez
denied discovery of a coup plot within the armed forces as reported by the media on Oct. 12. "The
internal situation of the armed forces is completely normal," he said. Oct. 19: El Nacional published
an interview with spokespersons for a group of active-duty military officers discontent with Perez'
government. According to the representatives, in late May the officers spoke with Democratic Action
(Accion Democratica, AD) party president Humberto Celli, requesting his participation as mediator
with Perez in order to bring about a dialogue with the opposition and end the country's political
crisis. The officers conditioned a negotiated solution on amnesty for the leaders of the Feb. 4 coup
attempt. Perez reportedly rejected the proposal, saying he refused to negotiate with conspirators.
As a result, the dissident officers are now proposing that Perez step down and be replaced by a
provisional government. According to the proposal, the provisional government, comprised of
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independent leaders, would remain in office for a period of 100 days. The spokespersons warned
that the Venezuelan populace is well-armed and the group of officers has extensive popular support.
"You could say there are battalions of armed civilians," said one. They emphasized that Perez has
the power to avoid the outbreak of civil war by resigning. In a separate report, El Nacional said 27
military officers had been detained for interrogation by the DIM during the previous two weeks.
(Sources: Inter Press Service, 09/28/92; Notimex, 10/02/92; Associated Press, Deutsche Press Agentur,
Chinese news service Xinhua, 10/12/92; Agence France-Presse, 09/23/92, 09/24/92, 09/29- 10/02/92,
10/04-07/92, 10/09/92, 10/12-16/92, 10/19/92; Spanish news service EFE, 09/23/92, 10/06/92, 10/09/92,
10/12-15/92, 10/19/92)
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